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Verderers Court: Wednesday 18th February 2026
Presentment.  Living Heritage. 
Good morning Official Verderer, Verderers, and members of the Court. 
Mike Eccles -The New Forest Commoners Defence Association. 

In 2024, the UK joined many countries in supporting the 2003 UNESCO Convention for the Safeguarding of Intangible Cultural Heritage. The Convention looks at ‘Living Heritage’ (as it is called in the UK) - the traditions, skills and knowledge that communities share and pass on. Unlike monuments and buildings, it is about cultural communities, the core of our cultural identity.

Commoning in the New Forest is a unique part of England’s living heritage and we need to ensure that it is protected in as many ways as possible. Being listed under the UNESCO Convention is the first step to being officially recognised as a minority Cultural Group. 
 
While being listed doesn’t provide any direct grant money, it may help with applications for funding. Also, developers will have to include commoning in their Impact Assessment and legislators will be obliged to consider commoning under the Precautionary Principle.

With the NFDC local plan now proposing 10,000 extra houses, many of them on greenfield sites that may presently be used for back-up land, we need to ensure that we make use of all the protection available to us.

[bookmark: _GoBack]So, we are asking the Verderers and Commoners to respond positively to the request they will shortly receive to support the inclusion of Commoning in the inventory. 

Thank you.
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