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Verderers Court: Wednesday 18th February 2026
Presentment.  Dower House, Burley
Good morning Official Verderer, Verderers, and members of the Court. 
Mike Eccles -The New Forest Commoners Defence Association. 


Last month a presentment was made in court regarding a request for permission to install a cattle grid at Dower House, Burley. 
 The potential grid, walls and gate would be located on a track that is owned by the resident but has been open continuously to our stock and therefore subject to Common rights. The nearby wall offers the ponies an area for shading and will continue to do so even with a grid installed. The perceived problem of stock blocking the gateway will not be resolved but possibly made worse by ponies standing in the road.  
[bookmark: _GoBack]We acknowledge there is little grazing lost as this is a track but agreeing to this would set an example to other potential encroachments that it’s acceptable to enclose Forest ground if it’s not grazed.
 We suggest to the resident that they construct this large entrance and grid within the fenced curtilage of their property.
Everyone that moves into and lives in the Forest has to accept that the ponies and cattle are a huge part of the Forest; they are not to be seen as an inconvenience.
Encroachments to the Forest in any form will be strongly contested by the Commoners Defence Association.    We will strongly oppose the permission allowing this grid, gates and walls to be installed.  
We recommend to the Verderers to refuse their consent.    
Thank you.
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